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W07-1328.  Potgieter, Herman J. (1856-1931).  
 Papers, 1883-1998.  0.25 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Born in Veldhausen, Province of Hanover, Ostfriesland Prussia 
(Western Germany); graduate of Kampen Seminary in the Netherlands 
(1883); served as minister at Altreformierte Kirche in Uelsen (1883-
1885) and Ihrhove and Neermoor congregations (1885-1889); 
emigrated to Ridott, Illinois, in 1889; pastor for the Christian Reformed 
Church at Ridott and German Valley, Illinois (1889-1892), 
Parkersburg, Iowa (1892-1896) and Emden and Clara City, Minnesota, 
congregations (1896-1900); German Presbyterian Church congregation at Kamrar, Iowa (1900-
1904); 1st Presbyterian Church congregation at Dubuque, Iowa (1904-1905); and German 
Reformed Church congregation at Forreston, Illinois (1905-1914).  He passed away on March 14, 
1931, in Oregon, Illinois.  The collection includes Biography of Steffen Gerrit Potgieter (1827-
1919) and Herman Johann Potgieter (1856-1931) (1998), photograph of Herman J Potgieter, ca. 
1924, and letters of call from various church congregations to Herman J. Potgieter from 1883-
1885, 1888, 1890, 1892-1896, 1898, 1905.  Potgieter’s name also appears as Potgeter (German 
spelling) and eventually Potter (English spelling) in 1923. 
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Biography 
 
 Hermann Johann Potgieter was born in Veldhausen, Province of Hanover, Ostfriesland 
Prussia (Western Germany), on October 11, 1856, to Steffen Gerrit Potgieter (1827-1919) and 
Janna Aarnink Potgieter.  He graduated from Kampen Seminary in the Netherlands in 1883.  On 
September 15, 1883, he married Luptine Cornelia Jannsen (1857-1923) in the town of Bunde.  
That same year, he served as minister in the Altreformierte Kirche in Uelsen, Germany, while 
receiving letters of call from a Reformed church in Jennisonville, Michigan, and other German 
congregations.  He remained in Uelsen until1885, when he moved on to Ihrhove and Neermoor, 
Germany, congregations from 1885-1889.  In April 1888, a letter of call came from the Holland 
Christian Reformed Church in Ridott, Illinois, and he accepted.  In the spring of 1889, the family, 
now numbering five, emigrated to Ridott. 
 Potgieter’s term as a pastor for the Christian Reformed Church took him to Ridott and 
German Valley, Illinois (1889-1892), Parkersburg, Iowa (1892-1896) and Emden and Clara City, 
Minnesota, congregations (1896-1900) before leaving for the German Presbyterian Church.  He 
served that Church in Kamrar, Iowa, from 1900-1904.  In 1904, he began serving the 1st 
Presbyterian Church at Dubuque, Iowa, until leaving in 1905.  In 1905, he began serving the 
German Reformed Church in Forreston, Illinois, until retiring in 1914.  He passed away on 
March 14, 1931, in Oregon, Illinois. 
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Scope and Content 
 
 The collection includes the Biography of Steffen Gerrit Potgieter (1827-1919) and 
Herman Johann Potgieter (1856-1931) (1998), a photograph of Herman J. Potgieter, ca. 1924, 
and letters of call from various church congregations to Herman J. Potgieter from 1883-1885, 
1888, 1890, 1892-1896, 1898, 1905.  This small collection is organized by topic with three 
folders. 
 
Container List 
 
 Biography of Steffen Gerrit Potgieter (1827-1919) and Herman Johann Potgieter (1856- 
  1931) (1998) 
 Call letters from various church congregations to Herman J. Potgieter from 1883-1885,  
  1888, 1890, 1892-1896, 1898, 1905 
 Photograph of Herman J Potgieter, ca. 1924 (1 image) 
